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COVIG 19

SARSC0V2

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2



‘Finally, a virus got me." Scientist who fought Ebola and
HIV reflects on facing death from COVID-19

By Dirk Draulans | May. 8, 2020, 5:00 PM

Professor Baron Peter Piot
1949 1976
UNAIDS




| tested positive for COVID-19, as | suspected. | put myself in isolation in the guest room
at home. But the fever didnodét go away. I
a day of sick leave the past 10 years. The only risk factor for corona is my age, 71.

|t turned out | had severe oxygen defi ci
images showed severe pneumonia, typical of COVID-1 9 . |l t wasnodot | u
compl ete exhaustion; | 61 | never forget t

tested negative for the virus in the meantime. This is also typical for COVID-19: The
virus disappears, but its consequences linger for weeks.

| was concerned | would be put on a ventilator and it increases your chance of dying. |
was pretty scared, but fortunately, they just gave me an oxygen mask first and that
turned out to work.

| shared a room with a homeless person, a Colombian cleaner, and a man from
Bangladeshd all three diabetics, incidentally, which is consistent with the known picture
of the disease.

The days and nights were lonely because no one had the energy to talk. | could only
whisper for weeks; even now, my voice loses power in the evening. But | always had
that question going around in my head: How will | be when | get out of this?
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Yambuku, Zaire, September 1976






Health-care systems
Doctors per 100,000 population, 2012*
345678910

Number of beds required, October 19th 2014, ‘000

T Estimated total
of which available

Spain
United States

Guinea
Sierra Leone

Liberia

0
l

0

Liberia

Sierra Leone

Guinea

1.5

Spain

Sierra Leone
Liberia
Guinea
Source: WHO

Economicimpact of ebola
Estimated lost GDP (as % of 2013 GDP)
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