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Visiting Professor, National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS)
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Date : Monday, August 24, 2009 Seminar 13:20-14:50 (Open 13:00)
Place : GRIPS Lecture Room ”L”  (7-22-1, Roppongi, Minato—ku, Tokyo)
Language : English Fee: Free of Charge

Organized by : FASID/GRIPS International Development Studies(IDS) Program
MAP: http://www.grips.ac.jp/about/access.html

Invitation: http://www.fasid.or jp/kaisai/090824/info.pdf
Lecture Materials:  http://www.fasid.or jp/kaisai/090824/material_1.pdf
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FASID/GRIPS Summer Seminar II

Dr. Michael Carter

Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics
University of Wisconsin—Madison

Education

PhD., Economics, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1982
Dissertation: Property Relations and the Generation of Inequality
Major Field: Development Economics
Minor Field: Econometrics and Labor Economics
Third Field: Political Economy
M.A., Economics, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1979
B.S.FE.S., Georgetown University, 1977

Professional Experience
1998  Visiting Professor, School of Development Studies, University of KwaZulu-Nata, South Africa
1991 Visiting Professor, CIEPLAN, Santiago, Chile
1984-present Assistant, Associate and Full Professor of Ag & Applied Economics,
University of Wisconsin-Madison
1982-1984 Instructor and Assistant Professor of Economics, Georgetown University
1981 Visiting Researcher, Centro de Investigations, Universidad del Pacifico, Lima, Peru
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Powered in part by credible evidence of their effectiveness, cash transfer programs
have become an increasingly important part of the poverty reduction strategies of a
number of developing countries. While important, this evidence by itself does not
indicate that cash transfers are the best policy, or whether asset transfers or other
alternative instruments might be more effective. Drawing on two recent impact
evaluation studies in South Africa—one of a cash transfer program, the other of an
asset transfer program—this lecture will consider the relative effectiveness of the
two types of transfer schemes. While the studies employ different metrics, the
evidence suggests that while both programs effectively improve development
outcomes, the LRAD land redistribution program may dominate the Child Support
Grant, at least for important segments of the rural population.

The lecture will draw on the following two papers:

Agiiero, J.M., M. R. Carter and I. Woolard (2009).

“The Impact of Unconditional Cash Transfers on Nutrition:
The South African Child Support Grant”

Kesswell, M. and M.R. Carter (2009).
“The Impact of Land Redistribution on Rural Poverty in South Africa.”



